12                     TWO GENTLEMEN                ACT L
Coy looks, with heart-sore sighs; one fading moment's mirth,
With -twenty watchful, weary, tedious nights : If haply won, perhaps, a hapless gain; If lost, why then a grievous labour won; However, but a folly bought with wit, Or else a wit by folly vanquisheds.
PRO. So, by your circumstance, you call me fool. PAL. So, by your  circumstances,   I fear  you'll
prove.
PRO. 'Tis love you cavil at;  I am not love. VAL. Love is your master, for he masters you; And he that is so yoked by a fool, Methinks should not be chronicled for wise.
PRO. Yet writers say ; as in the sweetest bud The eating canker dwells1; so eating Love Inhabits in the finest wits of all.
VAL. And writers say; as the most forward bud Is eaten by the canker ere it blow; Even so by Love the young and tender wit Is turn'd to folly; blasting in the bud, Losing his verdure even in the prime, And all the fair effects of future hopes. But wherefore waste I time to counsel thee, That art a votary to fond desire ? Once more adieu:   my father at the road Expects my coming, there to see me shipp'd.
torture was only to drive these in the calf of the leg: but I have been told they were sometimes driven upon the shin bone."   REED.
8  However, but a FOLLY, &c.] This love will end in s, foolish action, to produce which you are long- to spend your wit, or it will end in the loss of your visit, which will be overpowered by the folly of love.    JOHXSON.    *
9  So by your  CIRCUMSTANCE.]    Circumstance is used equivocally.    It" here means, conduct; in the preceding line, circumstantial deduction.    MALONE.
2 ---------As in the SWEETEST BUD
The eating CANKER dwells,] So, in our author's 70th Sonnet: "For canker vice the sweetest buds doth love.1'    MALONE.